
(some)	Religion(s)	in	the	USA	
	
Read	The	Messiah	of	Waco	answer	the	following	
questions	on	the	text.	While	reading	please	work	on	
a	lexicon	on	religious	terms	(Messiah,	Apocalypse,	
Star	of	David,	warrior	angel,	...).	
	
1. Who	was	Vernon	Wayne	Howell	and	how	did	he	

become	the	leader	of	the	Branch	Davidians?	
	

2. Why	did	Howell	change	his	name	into	David	
Koresh?		

	
3. What	were	the	essential	points	in	the	Branch	

Davidians’	belief?	
	

4. Psalm	45	is	very	important	for	Koresh.	Exlpain.	
	
5. Briefly	outline	the	role	of	women	for	Koresh.	
	
Get	information	about	other	–	some	of	them	
unfortunately	famous	–	religious	sects	in	the	US:	
Manson	Family,	Scientology,	Peoples	Temple,	
Mormons	
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